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The background of this sketch shows a card catalog such as is found in the large public 
or college library. Contrast the ease with which the man at the desk can use about a million 
entries in the printed indexes as against the more tedious use of cards. Note also the 
economy of the million printed entries costing about $200, compared to some three million 
card entries costing perhaps $200,000. The proportionate cost is three to a thousand. Then 
consider how much indexing of periodicals, pamphlets and documents, and book analyticals 
can be done satisfactorily by the printed index to relieve the card index before it “breaks 
down with its own weight.” , 

Some libraries are doing less and less indexing on cards and others would do less if 
printed indexes did more. 
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Service Basis of Charge 


Bibliographical publishing has always been a 
hazardous undertaking, and publishers have 
preferred almost unanimously to use their time 
and money in ways that would prove more re- 
munerative. The total amount of possible 
sales is small and the cost of manufacture high 
as compared with other classes of publica- 
tions; in addition, the risks a publisher must 
assume in financing and carrying on a bib- 
liographical work during the necessarily long 
period of its manufacture are extremely great. 
Records show that out of more than 400 pro- 
posed bibliographical undertakings, including 
cooperative efforts, scarcely twelve have been 
financially successful. This has not been be- 
cause the work was not needed or not well 
done, but because the publishers did not re- 
ceive a reasonable return for their efforts. 
Perhaps the most important reason why bib- 
liographical publishing plans have so often 
failed is the inflexible flat-rate subscription 
price which makes it impossible to accept more 
from those able to pay for full value received, 
and impossible also to accept from small libra- 
ries the little they are able to pay. 

The H. W. Wilson Company had not been in 
the business of producing periodical indexes 
and bibliographies very long before it was con- 
fronted with the problem of obtaining sufficient 
support for bibliographical undertakings in or- 
der to be able to supply the amount and variety 
of bibliographical service demanded by the 
largest libraries and booksellers, at prices that 
‘would enable every patron—large or small—to 
obtain the service needed. Time and experi- 


ence have amply demonstrated that this can 
only be accomplished by allowing each sub- 
scriber to pay in proportion to the amount of 
service used, i. e., to charge patrons on the 
basis of service performed for each rather than 
at a flat rate for all. 

The justice of this method of charging for 
bibliographical service is apparent. The library 
having few readers, open only a few hours a 
day or two days in the week, or a bookseller 
with a small stock and smaller sales, does not 
make nearly so much use of periodical and 
book indexes and similar service as does the 
large library with its large staff, long hours 
and numerous readers, or the large bookseller 
who has patrons of widely varying interests 
depending upon him for complete and authori- 
tative information on their special subjects. It 
would be just as fair to expect a public service 
corporation to furnish electric light to the mil- 
lionaire’s palace and the laborer’s cottage at 
the same flat price, as to expect all libraries to 
pay a flat rate for these various publications. 

That this method of charging for bibliogra- 
phical service is logical can easily be shown by 
comparing the bibliographies we publish with 
the card catalog. The cumulated plan which 
has long been a feature of our publications is 
a device by which we make the linotype slug 
take the place of the card in the ordinary card 
catalog; and the result is that for all practical 
purposes we keep a general headquarters card 
catalog of linotype slugs from which we make 
copies for the use of our patrons everywhere. 
The printed bibliographies we furnish have the 
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advantage over cards in that they take up 
less room, are less cumbersome to handle, 
many more entries are available at a glance, 
they may be easily duplicated for use in vari- 
ous parts of the library or bookstore, and we 
can supply this service in the form of a printed 
bibliography at a very small fraction of what 
each library would have to pay for the same 
service in card form. 

In one respect the printed cards have a 
slight advantage; if the service furnished by 
these bibliographies were furnished on cards 
instead of in printed form each customer could 
purchase just the particular cards or entries 
needed and pay only for what he receives. 
Since the service is furnished in the form of a 
printed book, each customer must receive it all 
but it is just that he should pay only for the 
amount used. To this end we have established 
a service basis of charge which is an attempt 
to regulate the prices of our publications to all 
patrons on the basis of the amount of service 
or the number of entries used. 

In the printed card system the card is the 
unit of service and the unit of charge. In the 
printed page system the entry is the unit of 
service and we are now making it the unit of 
charge also. 

This method of charging for our publications 
was not established suddenly and on a definite 
basis for all our publications, but has been a 
long, slow development thru years of patient 
work and is still in the process of evolution. 
We began some years ago with the Readers’ 
Guide to Periodical Literature and have gradu- 
ally extended this basis of charge to other 
publications as circumstances have made it 
seem advisable. With each new publication to 
which it is adapted, we feel that our method 
becomes more and more scientific for we have 
attempted to enlarge our plan continually so as 
to include more and more of the factors which 
should be considered in determining a fair 
basis of charge. There have been two stages 
in the development of our service basis of 
charge and we are now adding a third. 

In the first stage we divided our patrons 
into groups according to the approximate num- 
ber of publications received that were indexed, 
and the annual income, and established a flat 
rate for each group, In the second stage we 
charged for the service on the basis of a flat 
rate for each periodical indexed, varying this 
rate roughly in proportion to the amount of 
work involved in indexing the publication ; that 
is, weekly publications were charged for at a 
higher rate than monthly publications. The 


THE WILSON BULLETIN 


latest stage is an attempt to arrive at a more 
exact basis of charge by establishing a fair 
rate per thousand entries for the indexing of 
each periodical or group of periodicals, which 
rate is determined by dividing among all sub- 
scribers the cost of producing an index to the 
given periodical or group of periodicals. The 
information on which these charges are based 
is obtained by means of forms filled out or 
checked by each subscriber. 

The first stage in the development of the 
service basis of charge is represented by the 
Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature. Here 
libraries were arranged in classes according to 
the number of periodicals they received that 
were indexed in the Readers’ Guide and an ar- 
bitrary subscription rate was determined upon 
for each class. In this case the matter of in- 
come was a secondary factor in determining 
the class in which each library was to be 
placed. 

The second state was represented by the ser- 
vice basis of charge made for the Readers’ 
Guide Supplement and the Industrial Arts In- 
dex. In this case the indexing of magazines 
published weekly was charged for on the basis 
of 40c. a magazine per year. The indexing of 
magazines published less frequently than once 
a week was paid for on the basis of 20c. a 
magazine. 

In the latest stage of development the num- 
ber of entries required each year for each 
magazine has been adopted as a more scientific 
basis of charge, than the frequency of publica- 
tion. Then too it was considered that periodi- 
cals subscribed for by a large number of libra- 
ries could be charged for at a lower rate per 
thousand entries, since the expense of indexing 
could be divided among a larger number, than 
could periodicals which are taken by only a few 
libraries and consequently for the indexing of 
which there are few supporters. Accordingly 
the periodicals indexed in the Agricultural In- 
dex and in the nine-year cumulation of the 
Readers’ Guide Supplement have been divided 
into classes according to the number of sub- 
scribers for each periodical who are prospec- 
tive users of the index and a rate of so much 
per thousand entries established for each class. 
The average number of entries per year is ob- 
tained for each periodical and the charge ren- 
dered accordingly. In the case of the nine- 
year cumulation of the Readers’ Guide Supple- 
ment this new basis of charge works out as 
follows: 

We find on receiving lists of the periodicals 
subscribed for by our patrons that we can 
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count on 200 or more subscribers for ten of 
the publications most popular in the libraries 
taking the current Supplement. The cost of 
indexing these ten publications would be fully 
covered, we find, by charging these two hun- 
dred libraries at the rate of 50 cents per thou- 
sand entries. Of the other periodicals on the 
list, which are less popular, thirty-five are sub- 
scribed for by an average of one hundred of 
the libraries subscribing for the current Sup- 
plement. Therefore it is necessary to charge 
a rate of $1 per thousand entries in order to 
cover fully the cost of indexing. A third classi- 
fication is made for the periodicals that are re- 
ceived by less than fifty of the total number of 
subscribers. To cover the cost of indexing it 
is necessary to charge subscribers for these pe- 
riodicals at the rate of $2 per thousand entries. 

As we widen our field of activities the ne- 
cessity grows for a more scientific method of 
applying our service basis. An examination of 
our cost of publishing develops the fact that 
we can analyze it quite closely and that the 
cost is based most accurately on the unit of 
the entry. We find that, in our periodical in- 
dexes, the cost of indexing and preparing copy 
for the printer is about $90 per thousand en- 
tries. The cost of printing a small edition of 
a publication, such as the Industrial Arts In- 
dex or the Readers’ Guide Supplement, for less 
than five hundred subscriptions, will cost about 
$90 per thousand more, making an aggregate 
cost of about $180 per thousand entries. It is 
easy, therefore, to see that to cover this cost 
of editing and printing we must charge 400 
subscribers on the basis of 50 cents per thous- 
and entries, 150 subscribers at $1 per thous- 
and and seventy subscribers at $2 per thousand. 
If only twenty-five of our subscribers receive 
a certain publication we must charge for in- 
dexing it at the rate of $5 per thousand en- 
tries. 

It is evident from the above that when the 
editorial and typesetting cost can be divided 
among 250 subscribers it will be just one-tenth 
as much for each as when divided among 25 
subscribers, It follows, therefore, that while 
we can index the popular periodicals in the 
Readers’ Guide for a large number of patrons 


at a rate which is approximately 20c. per 


thousand entries, we cannot supply an index 
to the periodicals in the Readers’ Guide Sup- 
plement for less than soc. to $2 per thousand. 

While it is not possible at present to work 
out a table which shows exactly the rate we 
should use as the basis of charge to patrons 
for indexing service on the basis of the thous- 
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and entries, the following may be considered 
approximately correct: 
Per Thousand 


*Subscribers Entries 
Ee OS eet RS AS ere at $10.00 
> Re “Seer rere at 5.00 
RAGE TUAR. $60. os cccccnaer at 2.00 
eee ae eres at 1.00 
£000 Thee TBO. osc ccccans at 50 
More than 4,000..........+. at .20 


* Subscribers to the index who also receive the 


periodicals indexed, 

This means that if less than twenty-five pa- 
trons wish a certain publication indexed we 
would have to charge them at the rate of $10 
per thousand entries to cover the cost. If 
there are from twenty-five to sixty who want 
to support the indexing of a certain publica- 
tion the charge for this would be at the rate of 
$5 per thousand, and so on down to the basis 
of the periodicals indexed in the Readers’ 
Guide which are charged for on the basis of 
20 cents per thousand. As the number of 
subscribers to a certain publication increases, 
the rate falls. The idea is that the total cost 
of production must be divided among those 
who benefit by it. On this basis we can ar- 
range to provide as much indexing as libraries 
need. We believe that when the efficiency of 
the printed index has been carefully tested as 
compared with the card index, that its econ- 
omy will make it popular. 

This service basis of charge is not only fair 
—it is advantageous as well—and actually re- 
sults in lower prices for all. If a flat rate for 
any bibliographical undertaking is made low 
enough to be within reach of the small libra- 
ries the total sales will not be enough to cover 
the expense of production, not to mention any 
improvements in service desired by the larger 
libraries and of use to them only. If a flat 
rate is made higher so many small users drop 
out that the total income will not be increased 
and the advanced rate can bring no improved 
service to those paying more. If, however, 
the small users are permitted to continue the 
support they are able to give and this is in 
proportion to the amount of use they actually 
obtain from the service, the increased income 
may be used for a better service. This “service 
basis” is also advantageous to the larger libra- 
ries in that additional copies for branch use 
may be obtained at low rates. Experience 
shows that the branch libraries are usually en- 
titled to the rates granted the smallest public 
libraries. 

At a meeting of the College and Reference 
Section of the American Library Association 
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not long ago, about thirty or forty members of 
the section voted unanimously that they would 
prefer a cumulated printed index to periodi- 
cals rather than to purchase analytical printed 
cards providing the cost of the cumulated in- 
dex did not exceed the cost of the cards. 
There is a growing dissatisfaction with the 
bulk of the card catalog and with the difficulty 


Printed Cards and 
The Card Index 


Is cumbersome to handle. 


Is expensive to duplicate if an additional set 
is needed, 


Becomes burdened with references to obso- 
lete material, made valueless by progress in 
science, industry and the arts. The labor cost 
of segregating out-of-date material is very 
high. 


Is expensive to keep up-to-date. The alpha- 
beting and filing in of new cards is an expen- 
sive process. 


Is difficult for any one but the librarian to 
use, 


Provides only an index to the available ma- 
terial in the library. 


of its use and at the same time there is a con- 
stantly increasing use of the printed index. It 
is the desire of The H. W. Wilson Company 
to continue to produce printed bibliographical 
services to the extent and of the kind needed 
at prices fair to all and no higher than neces- 
sary to cover costs of production and a 
reasonable return upon the investment. 


the Printed Catalog 
The Index in Book Form 


Is easy to handle and can be readily moved 
wherever needed. 


May be duplicated at insignificant cost if an 
additional copy is needed. 


Is automatically kept up-to-date because the 
references are segregated in the annual and 
five year cumulations. May consult only the 
latest references, if desired. 


Is automatically kept up-to-date by the cu- 
mulative plan of publication. 


Is easily explained to the student and pa- 
tron so that they can find much of their refer- 
ence material for themselves. The sequence 
of entries is visible at a glance. 


Provides an index, not only to the material 
in the library but to the most valuable mate- 
rial obtainable by purchase or loan from 
sources outside the library. 


The following comparison is based on the cheapest method of preparing the 
card catalog by using the printed cards issued thru various agencies. Where 
the cards are prepared entirely by each library for its own use the cost of the 


card catalog will be very much higher. 


Average cost, per 1000 cards, to the library 


Initial cost of printed cards............ $15.00 


Labor cost of selecting cards desired... 3.00 


Labor cost of ordering cards desired.... 1.50 
Labor cost of assigning headings........ 10.00 
Labor cost of typing headings.......... 2.50 


Maximum cost, per 1000 entries, to the library 


Initial cost of 1,000 references to mate- 


CE SG I i ntikin de dnc vcccconcs $2.00 
ee ee 0.00 
a Pe oe ee 0.00 


No assigning of headings necessary. All 
done when delivered in book form... 0.00 


Not necessary. All done when delivered 
ORE EE, chinnn acwahdna na boes¥%e 0.00 








o_o 
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Labor cost of general revision.......... 1.00 
Labor cost of alphabeting............... .40 
ee a re 3.50 
Cost of storage cabinets................ 2.00 
Cost of keeping up storage space....... .50 


Total cost to library per 1,000 entries on 
DT S.ctecheede ctebaieihasennen seated $39.40 


No revision necessary. All done when 
delivered in book form.............+.. 0.00 


No alphabeting necessary. All done when 
delivered in book form............... 0.00 


No filing necessary, All done when de- 
livered in book form......ccccccccces 0.00 


No storage cabinet mecessary........... 0.00 


Space occupied by an index in book 
NGM MOTION oo vig cat cks bess ede 0.00 





Total cost to library per 1,000 entries on 
SRE BOD. .socisudgnhe cebvanseesed $2.00 


Public Affairs Information Service 


Miss Mabel Inness, Director of the Munici- 
pal Reference Bureau, Galesburg, Illinois, in 
a paper read before the Illinois State Library 
Convention recently on “The Municipal Ref- 
erence Bureau” spoke of the Public Affairs 
Information Service as follows: 

“The material collected by a bureau is ob- 
tained through a number of sources. The 
H. W. Wilson Company, of White Plains, 
N. Y., so well known to all librarians, pub- 
lishes a bulletin known as the Bulletin of 
Public Affairs Information Service. It is of 
inestimable value to a municipal reference 
bureau. I do not see how such a department 
could do without it. It answers the same 
purpose as does the Readers’ Guide to a 
reference room. It cumulates bi-monthly and 
yearly. By subscribing $100 a year an insti- 
tution becomes a cooperating member. This 
bulletin ‘indexes systematically by subjects 
the studies, investigations and reports of state 
legislative and municipal bodies, the proceed- 
ings and other reports of private organiza- 
tions devoted to public affairs, the work of 
legislative and municipal reference bureaus 
and miscellaneous material of like nature. It 
also records important legislation enacted in 
states and cities, court investigations and an- 
nouncements.’ A selected list of books and 
periodical articles is also included and often 
indexed analytically. 

“At first only material that was for free 
distribution could be ordered direct from the 
service but early in August of this present 
year they instituted a plan whereby a bureau 
may check the material in each bulletin which 


it desires, return this checked bulletin to the 
Public Affairs Information Service and all 
material will be sent. This present method 
of getting material directly through the bu- 
reau is a great improvement over the former 
plan of writing for it ourselves. It saves a 
great amount of correspondence and material 
comes sooner.” 

In this connection it may be well to call 
attention to the fact that the Public Affairs 
Information Service, like the publications is- 
sued by The H. W. Wilson Company, is sold 
on the “service basis.” Conditions peculiar 
to each library are taken into consideration in 
deciding the price to be paid. 





The Wilson Package Library 


From our experience we feel there are 
searchers after truth in all directions; the 
following are a few of the unusual and some- 
times grotesque questions which have come 
to us in the past month: 

The demoralization of the lunch counter. 

Psychology in medicine. 

All possible material concerning Jeremiah. 

The influence of the Italian Commedia 

del’ arte on Goldoni and Moliére. 

U. S. armor plate factories. 

Roman children. 

A book containing all college yells. 

Complete list of articles on Russia—Liter- 

ature, history costumes, music, art, biog- 
raphy—in French, German and English. 

Information on all these subjects and many 
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others have been supplied from our magazine 
collection, which is quite extensive. The 
Package Library has files of the periodicals 
indexed in the Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature; when this collection does not go 
back far enough, there is the Department of 
Old Magazines to draw from, so that the 
supply seems almost unending. We have 
also files of some newspapers, from January 
Ist, 1915, including such as the Boston Even- 
ing Transcript, New York Evening Mail, New 
York Evening Post, New York Evening Sun, 
New York Times and the Springfield Repub- 
lican. These we find very valuable for state 
and government affairs, and current political 
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questions; also for criticisms of recent books 
and modern plays. 

For our debate work we have many briefs 
for debate aad reports of debates. These are 
usually rented but where the supply is suffi- 
ciently large, they may be purchased. Among 
the popular subjects for debate on which we 
have been asked to supply material this season 
may be mentioned Centralization in govern- 
ment, Compulsory investigation of labor dis- 
putes, Compulsory military service, Govern- 
ment ownership of railroads, Health insurance, 
Adamson eight-hour law, Military training, 
Student self-government and the United States 
after the war. 


Card Catalog Games as “Played” in the Children’s Room of the 
New Haven Free Public Library 


By Gertrude F. White, Children’s Librarian 


During the long school vacation, the chil- 
dren's library becomes actively engaged in spe- 
cial activities: Catalog games, Reference book 
hunt, Special reading—prose and poetry. 

The games are solitaire, of course, but 
nevertheless games. 

Game 1—Thirteen titles are given, to find 
authors and call numbers. (Selecting at least 
one title beginning with The, An and A.) 

Game 2—Thirteen authors and the thirteen 
titles are given on separate slips, to be matched. 

Game 3—Ten subjects and authors are given, 
to find titles. 

The three games seemed to whet the interest 
of the more ambitious boys and girls, and 
when they asked for “more” a hunt—a still 
hunt—was instituted in the land of elementary 
reference books: the World Almanac, the 
Encyclopedia, the Atlas—the lure of H 5!— 
giving one question to lead the hunter to use 
the scale of miles. 

The names of the boys and girls who have 
correct papers are posted on the Roll of Honor 
and the school (instead of address) is also 
posted, so that there is a certain pride in repre- 
senting one’s school. 

Besides the games, graded lists of books 
were distributed, and by reading six good 
books he had never read before, and answer- 
ing the questions about each book, the child’s 
name and school were entered on the Honor 
Roll. 

To awaken an interest in the reading of 
poetry, graded lists of poems were posted in 
the room, and the books containing the poems 
handed to the readers. Ten poems under- 


standingly read entitled a child to be honored. 
It was most refreshing to hear the children re- 
tell and often quote the poems. 

Great interest has been taken in the Roll of 
Honor. The printed names have been thumbed 
and fingered into faint hieroglyphics. 

Many a child has counted up the entries for 
his school and has influenced his schoolmates 
to increase the “score.” 

To be sure, some children have asked, “How 
can you get your name on the koll of Honor?” 
but even with that purpose, they have learned 
to make intelligent use of the card catalog. 

The results of the vacation reading and 
games are to be stated in the library’s monthly 
message to schools, a copy of which is posted 
in each school building. 

Two hundred and eighty-eight names are 
entered on the Roll of Honor, the school 
standing highest having seventy-six entries. 
Six children’s names appear in the six col- 
umns. 


Worth One Hundred Dollars 

A very few of the largest libraries in the 
country subscribe for all of the periodicals 
indexed in the new Nine-year Supplement to 
the Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature. 
The librarian of one of these tells us that on 
being informed that the “Service Basis” price 
to his library would be $89, he went to the 
head of his reference department and asked 
him the highest price he would be willing to 
pay for this index. The head of the depart- 


ment replied that he would approve a price 
as high as $100 if necessary. 
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A New Method for Increasing the Circulation of Books 


A recent letter from Mr. R. C. Blackmer, of 
Hobart, Oklahoma, describes how one library 
increased effectively the circulation of books in 
its community. For lack of space we are un- 
able to reproduce the letter in full, but the 
following excerpt will prove, we believe, both 
interesting and suggestive: 


We have a town of four thousand popula- 
tion, a Carnegie library costing $10,000, and in 
operation five years with more than 4,000 vol- 
umes of our own, 2,400 registered borrowers’ 
cards of which approximately 2,300 are in 
active use. We loaned out last year over 
23,000 volumes, and it is estimated that an 
equal amount of reading was done at the li- 
brary of books, daily papers and magazines, 
but chietiy reterence work by the pupils of the 
high school and grades. 

The first year our library was open daily, 
but did no business for want of proper books 
and proper methods for getting them out. The 
city council that year levied the agreed tax of 
$1,000 for library purposes, but the next year 
passed up the library, as there was nothing to 
indicate real benefit to the community and 
times were hard. The next year times were 
even harder, and yet the council gladly gave 
us $1,200 for library purposes. The foliowing 
year (last year) the council made an econom- 
ical estimate of the other needs of the city and 
gave us what was left, $1,500. This year the 
council, by unanimous vote, gave us all we 
asked, $1,900, and divided what was left among 
the other departments. 

The methods by which this strong public 
sentiment has been brought about is the sim- 
ple and fundamental rule of all merchandising ; 
first, fill your shelves with goods the people 
want and for which they will return; second, 
bring in customers and get your goods out. 

The first thing was to determine what class 
of trade to cater to, Clearly the most promis- 
ing classes in our town and in any ordinary 
community are children and young people. 
Accordingly, we sought out the books most 
attractive to this class of customers. We saw 
to it that each book had value, for anything 
worth while to last and hold trade must have 
value, not merely passing entertainment. 

Our next problem was to get the children 
and young people to read the books. To this 
end our librarian and members of the board 
visited each room of the public schools, dis- 
played books with attractive bindings, told of 
the enjoyment and benefit to be had from read- 
ing the books and invited all to come and bor- 
row. We gave each pupil a blank application 
for a borrower's card and told them to get 
the signatures of guarantors to the applica- 
tion. 


Right here we struck an obstacle which is 
unquestionably a drawback to all libraries in 
the smaller towns and stands in the way today 
of a vast increase in the usefulness of all such 
libraries and the reading and sale of books. 
This obstacle is the requiring of a guarantor 
before the issuance of borrowers’ cards to ap- 
plicants. As stated, each child was given an 
application card, and many adults called at the 
library and got application cards and took them 
away to secure the signatures of two guaran- 
tors, which is the rule enforced today by most 
libraries. Many of such applicants never re- 
turned. Some neglected to get the signers and 
others were reluctant to ask for signers. Many 
considered it too much red tape and made no 
effort. The parents of some children would 
not permit them to ask for guarantors. 

We removed this obstacle at one stroke by 
doing away with the requirement of guaran- 
tors. We authorized and now require the li- 
brarian to issue on the spot borrower's cards 
to all applicants. 

Having removed this obstacle bodily, we 
went to the schools and handed out borrow- 
ers’ cards to each and every pupil. Of course 
we were swamped with demands for books. 
Every child and youth in town demanded 
books. Every teacher and most parents sec- 
onded the demand. There was nothing left 
but to order books by the hundreds. Funds 
for books were provided and funds for books 
will be provided in every town and city where 
such a demand is aroused. Our board and 
librarian believe we could readily accomplish 
the same result in any town. 

Later we sent borrowers’ cards ready for use 
to a long list of taxpayers, business men, la- 
boring men, etc., etc., without waiting for them 
to call at the library. Such cards were not 
numbered and registered until presented for 
the use of borrowing. 

We find that people do not steal books and 
that close checking and attention to the return 
of books brings practically all of them back. 

We find that in our town, and we confidently 
believe the same will be found true in all small 
towns, if not in larger cities, the guaran- 
tor is unnecessary, provided the librarian and 
board check all delinquents closely, and it is no 
hardship to do so. 

As a result of our experience, we recommend 
that all communities having public libraries 
commence their service first with the children 
of the public schools, providing as few or as 
many books of merit for children as funds 
will warrant, then cut out all red tape and 
hand each child in the community a borrower’s 
card with a personal invitation to come and 


read and get books. 
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Book Notes 
Edited By Agnes Van Valkenburgh 


Hopper, FRANKLIN Fercuson. Order and ac- 
cession department. Edition 2, revised, 
August, 1916. toc. A. L. A. Publishing 
Board, Chicago, 1916. 

It speaks well for Mr. Hopper’s pamphlet 
that a new edition should be called for, In 
the five years since the first edition was pub- 
lished, the matter of prices and discounts has 
materially changed and makes revision desir- 
able. The chapter on “Copyright and Importa- 
tions” includes the latest laws and rulings, and 
much good advice with regard to ordering for- 
eign books. The bibliography has _ been 
brought up to date. 


Warp, CornetiA CARHART. Manual for the 
use of pictures in the teaching of English, 
Latin and Greek. 25c. The University 
Prints, Newton, Mass., 1916. 

English literature must take on new mean- 
ings with some one, like Miss Ward of Hun- 
ter College High School, to relate it to life 
and furnish pictures to make real people and 
places which otherwise would have no local 
habitation. Miss Ward’s idea of mental extra- 
illustration of required English classics might 
interest librarians as well as teachers. Lists of 
prints are given illustrating not only English 
literature but the Iliad, Odyssey, Aeneid and 
the Old Testament narrative as well, the aim 
being to cover all classics required for college 
entrance. Many of us confess after leaving 
school that the Aeneid never “meant anything” 
to us, but had we had 196 prints by way of 
illustration, we would, at least, have found out 
that it was a story, and about Aeneas. 


Lowe, JoHN ApAms. Books and libraries; a 
manual of instruction in their use for col- 
leges. 50c. Boston Book Company, 1916. 

This pamphlet is the outcome of a series of 
lectures delivered to the Freshman courses in 
rhetoric at Williams College, while the author 
was college librarian. The object of the book 
is stated in the preface. “Every Freshman 
should be required to take a course in which 
he receives definite practical instruction in the 
handling of library tools. To put in the hands 
of the student printed material which may be 
of service to him in meeting such a require- 
ment, this manual has been prepared.” The 
headings of the chapters are: The catalogue; 

Classification and shelf arrangement of books; 


Magazine indexes; General reference books; 
Special reference books; Investigating a sub- 
ject. Each chapter includes problems which 
call into use the information given in the lec- 
ture and impress upon the student’s mind the 
ways in which the knowledge may be applied. 
All librarians will welcome this book, since 
interest in the teaching of library methods in 
schools and colleges is constantly growing, and 
there is little material on the subject. Mr. 
Lowe has written a practical, sensible book, 
and we wish the study of it might be made 
compulsory in every college in the land. 


WueEeELock, Mary E. New books for old. St. 


/ Louis Public Library. 1916. 
(_ Like the poor, the binding problem is always 


with the librarian, since the expense of this 
item adds greatly to the difficulties of library 
administration. Miss Wheelock, chief of the 
binding department of the St. Louis Public 
Library, has recently published a most attrac- 
tive and instructive pamphlet on this subject. 
While it is devoted primarily to the problems 
encountered by the St. Louis Library in the 
installation of its own bindery, it is full of 
practical hints, and gives information on a 
variety of subjects, supplementary to the main 
topic, but useful for librarians to know. At- 
tractively printed and illustrated, it makes a 
desirable addition to the rather meager record 
of methods in use in modern library binderies. 


The September Scribner’s contained an ar- 
ticle on “The Call of the Mountains,” by Le 
Roy Jeffers, member of the New York Public 
Library staff and general secretary of the re- 
cently formed Associated Mountaineering 
Clubs of North America. This is an associa- 
tion of the mountaineering clubs and geograph- 
ical societies of the United States and Canada. 
A bulletin issued in May, 1916, states the pur- 
pose of the Association and gives other infor- 
mation. Mr. Jeffers’s article is beautifully il- 
lustrated, from extremely well-selected photo- 
graphs. 


All librarians and any one having to do with 
periodical indexing will be much interested in 
the letter from Dr. Poole written to Mr. R. L. 
Guernsey, which was found pasted in an edi- 
tion of Poole’s Index of 1853 recently 
acquired by The H. W. Wilson Company. 
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The letter is as follows: 

Melrose, March 12, 18609. 
R. L. Guernsey, Esq. 

Dear Sir: Your note of the oth inst. is re- 
ceived. In reply I will state that no edition 
of my Index to Periodical Literature has been 
published since 1853. I have a new edition in 
preparation; but have made as yet no arrange- 
ment for its publication, if indeed I can find a 
publisher. My former edition waited three 
years for a publisher, and when printed was no 
pecuniary remuneration to me, It proved to 
be simply a labor of love on my part. The 
great libraries of the country have made pro- 
posals to me to share the expense of bringing 
out the new edition, but the precise terms of 
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this arrangement have not yet been settled. If 
it succeeds I hope to have it printed in two 
years. 

I resigned my position of Librarian of the 
Boston Athenaeum on January last, in the 
hope of having more time to work on this and 
some other literary undertakings of mine. One 
of these will appear as the leading article in 
the April number of the North American Re- 
view. 

Yours very truly, 
William F. Poole. 


Indexing seems never to have been the 
wealth producing occupation, which it deserves 
to be. 


Staff of The H. W. Wilson Company 
December 7, 1916 
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New Technical -and Industrial Books 


It has been suggested that The H. W. Wil- 
son Company undertake the publication of a 
periodical list of new technical and industrial 
books. This would be in the form of a four- 
page leaflet, to be issued quarterly. Mr. Ed- 
ward S. Stevens, Director and Librarian of the 
Pratt Institute Free Library, who suggested 
the publication of such a list, has generously 
proposed that the editorial work be done by 
the Applied Science Reference Department of 
Pratt Library and at no charge but merely for 
the good of the cause. He discusses the plans 
for the list as follows: 

“It is a very simple proposition. To recom- 
mend current technical books for the smaller 
libraries to purchase and to provide leaflets for 
distribution at those libraries so that the books 
may be brought to the notice of the public. 
By brief annotations the character and scope 
of each book listed would be evident to the 
library buying and the reader borrowing. The 
selection of these books would be guided by 
the requirements of the average town library 
not specializing in technology. The books rec- 
ommended would be such that every library 
ordering the leaflet should buy all the books 
named. Here and there a book might be omit- 
ted if not appealing to the public of that 
locality, but that need not affect the usefulness 


Change in Subscription Price 


The continued advance during the past few 
years in the cost of all that goes into the mak- 
ing of bibliographical publications is now 
acutely accentuated by a doubling of the price 
of book paper and binding supplies and it has 
become necessary to raise the subscription 
price of the Book Review Digest. 

Not only has the cost of production in- 
creased but demands are constantly made for 
improvements in the service. Some of these 
have already been adopted, among them the 
following : 

Dewey Classification numbers; and, in the 
index, entry of pseudonyms, variants of titles 
zs published in England, subject entries for fic- 
ticn and business books, etc. 


Beginning with January 1, 1917, the sub- 


scription price will be advanced in the case of 
the larger libraries, having an income of $9,000 
and over, to $10 a year. 


This is the maximum 


of the list in that place as the inappropriate 
book would not be asked for. In any event, 
such a special book would be available by bor- 
rowing from another library to meet an un- 
usual need. The direct and non-mathematical 
manual for the worker would be favored in 
the selection over the advanced treatise for 
the engineer. Highly technical books would 
not be included.” 

The H. W. Wilson Company will be willing 
tc undertake the printing and distribution of 
these four-page leaflets if a subscription of 
10,000 copies can be secured. This would be 
equivalent to 100 subscribers for 100 copies 
each or 50 subscribers averaging 200 copies 
each. If this number of subscribers can be se- 
cured an annual subscription rate can be made 
of $2 a year for 100 copies each quarter. The 
minimum subscriptions taken will be for 50 
copies for one year at $1; a library ordering 
500 copies at $10 may have its own imprint 
without additional charge. 

In case the publishing of this list is under- 
taken it would be desirable to issue the first 
number early in the new year. If libraries in- 
terested in this plan will notify us promptly of 
about how much support we may expect from 
them, it will enable us to formulate our plans. 


of the Book Review Digest 


rate. Lower rates will be made to the smaller 
libraries in proportion to income. With this 
change in subscription price will come the first 
of the further improvements to be made in 
the Book Review Digest, i. e., binding the an- 
nual number as a part of the subscription. 
Hereafter the annual number will be delivered 
express prepaid, bound in standard red buck- 
This does not, however, apply to the 


ram. 
annual to be delivered in February, 1917, 
which is a part of the 1916 subscription. This 


1916 annual will be bound only at an additional 
cost of &5c. 

We hope that the increase of the subscrip- 
tion price on the Book Review Digest will be 
adequate to cover the present deficit and to 
make it possible also to increase in 1917 the 
number of books digested and to add other 


improvements. 
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New and Forthcoming 


Publications of The H.,W. Wilson Company 


AMERICAN MERCHANT Marine. (Debaters’ 
Handbook Series.) By Edith M. Phelps. 
XXxviii,218 pages, cloth, $1. 

This volume, like the others in this series, 
sets forth the facts in regard to the history of 
our merchant marine and its present status 
with regard to the shipping of other nations. 
The arguments for and against government 
control are presented. In keeping with the 
general plan of the series, this volume contains 
affirmative and negative briefs, a selected bib- 
liography, and reprints of much valuable ma- 
terial on the question. 


A List or SHort Stories AND Tates. By 
F. K. W. Drury, B.L.S., Assistant Librarian, 
University of Illinois. 16 pages, paper, Io 
cents; 100 copies, $2. 

This is an author list of about 300 represen- 
tative short stories that have appeared in book 
form, either initially or reprinted from a peri- 
odical. The stories have been arranged ac- 
cording to nationality and then by author, and, 
further, the stories in the English and Ameri- 
can groups have been grouped according to 
period. The list has been reprinted, by per- 
mission, from the Bulletin of the Illinois As- 
sociation of Teachers of English. 


THe PLAce, THE MAN AND THE Book. By 
Sarah B. Askew, Organizer, New Jersey 
Public Library Commission, 24 pages, paper, 
10 cents; 100 copies, $3. 

An interesting narrative of the beginning of 

a library in a remote New Jersey fishing vil- 

lage. The author's theme is the selection of 

books for the library adapted to the special 
needs of the readers. 





A new volume is announced for publication 
in the Classics of American Librarianship se- 
ries, edited by Arthur E. Bostwick, Ph.D., Li- 
brarian of the St. Louis Public Library. This 
new volume is compiled by Miss Alice I. Hazel- 
tine, Supervisor of Children’s Work in the St. 
Louis Public Library. Like the previous vol- 
ume in the series, “The Relationship between 
the Library and the Public School,” compiled 
by Dr. Bostwick, this new volume consists of 
reprints of papers and addresses that have ap- 
peared from time to time on this subject. The 
papers are primarily of historic interest, altho 
many of them embody principles which govern 
the practice of today. The volume will cover 





several phases of the work with children, 
bringing together in accessible form papers 
representing the growth and tendencies of 
forty years of library work with children. In 
connection with the above, attention is called 
to another volume on this subject, “The Chil- 
dren’s Library,” by Mrs. Sophy Powell, which 
will be published very soon. “The Children’s 
Library” is a critical discussion of library work 
for children as at present conducted, its aims, 
methods, and results. 


Miss Agnes Van Valkenburgh has just com- 
pleted a Debaters’ Handbook on Compulsory 
Military Training, which is to be published in 
December. . Other volumes in the Debaters’ 
Handbook Series, now in preparation are 
Minimum Wage, by Mary K. Reely; City 
Manager Plan, by Edward C, Mabie; National 
Defense, volume II, by Agnes Van Valken- 
burgh, and revised editions of the handbooks 
on Prohibition, by Lamar T. Beman, and Gov- 
ernment Ownership of Railroads, by Edith M. 
Phelps. All of these will be published in De- 
cember, with the exception of National De- 
fense, volume II, which will be ready early in 
the new year. 


Miss Guthrie’s admirable outline on Early 
American Literature is soon to be followed 
by a similar study of Contemporary American 
Literature. This will be issued early in De- 
cember, as will also a Study Outline by Justina 
Leavitt Wilson on “Questions of the Hour, 
Social, Economic, Industrial.” This outline is 
based on twenty-two of the volumes in the 
Debaters’ Handbook Series. Another volume 
in the Study Outline Series now in preparation 
is “Vocational Education; a study outline on 
the vocational education and guidance of 
youth,” by Emily Robison. 





“Library Problems” is the name to be given 
to a new series of pamphlets to be published 
from time to time by The H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. The first number, soon to be issued, in 


- series is “The Care of Pamphlets and 


ippings in Libraries,” by Philena A. Dickey. 
This paper was prepared by Miss Dickey as a 
thesis requirement for graduation from the 
Library School of the New York Public Li- 
brary in 1916, and contains many helpful sug- 
gestions for the indexing and filing of pam- 
phlets and clippings. 
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